abundantly followed in the early days of Christianity, when the heathen cried out " The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men." They had just witnessed the first instance, on record, of a minister of the gospel performing the duties of the physician. Paul had cured the poor cripple at Lystra of a congenital lameness. Even prior to Christ's advent, medicine was practised ty the priests amongst several of the nations of antiquity ; and the inedico-theosophists, the Essenes of Judaea, performed the combined duties of ministerimg among the Levite priests and curing the sick. 
